Not for resuscitative treatment.
The nurse is accountable for her actions. A defence of 'obeying orders' will not always be acceptable. Decisions made by mentally competent adults prevail. A living will is not recognized in the English legal system. Relatives do not have the legal power to make treatment decisions on behalf of a mentally incapacitated adult but their views should be sought. The practitioner must act in the patients' best interests but this does not mean that life should be preserved regardless of quality.